Joint actions for eco-responsible cross-border SMEs
Eco-force
Total budget
Start date

371 931.40 Euro
01/06/2010

EU contribution
End date

315 472.21. Euro
30/11/2011

1. Partnership
Lead Partner
Lead Partner
Address

Partner 2
Partner 2
Address
Partner 3
Partner 3
Address
Partner 4
Partner 4
Address
Partner 5
Partner 5
Address

The Ruse Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Bulgaria)
3A, Tsar Ferdinand Blvd,
Contact person Milen Dobrev
700 Ruse, Bulgaria
Phone +359 82 825 875
Fax +359 82 825 873
E_mail: info@rcci.bg
Website: www.rcci.bg
Bulgarian-Romania Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BRCCI)
7000 Ruse, Bulgaria
Contact person Alexander Prokopiev, e-mail:
info@brcci.eu
Association for Sustainable Development Slatina
230114 Slatina, Romania
Contact person Meda Vasile, e-mail: office@adds.ro
Fundatia “Actiunea Ecologica Romana”
200403, Craiova, Romania Contact person
Idein Society
7000 Ruse, Bulgaria

Contact person

Teclu Codresi, e-mail: office@aerfundatie.ro
Pavel Atanasov, e-mail:
office@idein.eu

2. Project Result:
Results: A website with registered 15,000 visitors; eco-resource database; Information/awareness raising
materials to 3050 representatives of the target group: SMEs and sectoral organizations; An ecomanagement fitness tool developed and tested with 108 SMEs; Eco-mapping/Resource loss mapping
demonstration exercises held with 25 RO &BG SMEs; Best practice and case study book widely
disseminated (5500 SMEs and sectoral associations); 5023 employees undergone an awareness raising
campaign on environmental management.
The action has a long-term effect on raising the competitiveness of the target companies, as the tools
and methods used stimulates them to apply resource-saving operations resulting in financial benefits and
improved company image on an international level. This reflects the most recent EU policies and
innovative approaches and strongly motivates the business to implement their activities in a more
environmentally friendly manner, contributing to the common goal for a sustainable future and clean
environment for all.
3. Project logo
4. Project Story
The project partners assume that the target area of the project is one integrated region with a joint
vision for sustainable growth and prosperity, demanding joint solutions to tackle similar problems,
existing on both sides of the river. The protection of the natural environment of the cross-border
territory requires a common approach and joint efforts. The industrial pollution on either side of the
border has a subsequent negative impact on the flora and fauna of the entire region. The SMEs on both
sides of the border have similar levels of development thus very much the same problems and needs.
In this view the project is developing a joint cooperation network for building capacities, share resources
and best practices and exchange of experience in environmental management to be equally accessible by
eligible beneficiaries of both countries. For this reason, most of the efforts were to bring the attention
and to convince the business that being eco-responsible means not only legal conformity, but also making
additional efforts, which eventually result in many long-term benefits.
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The “Ëcomapping” audit, carried out at each
company. The active involvement of the
company staff was the essential part for
improving the environmental performance.

The EU approved “EMAS Easy” approach
was introduced to the business, proving
that Environmental Management System
can be implemented in a few easy steps.

During the audits many companies have shown
good environmental practices in different areas
… and had already realized the benefits.

“Eco database” containing BG&RO eco
information, legislation, eco resources,
eco tools and much more…
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